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2017 Goals and Priorities
WE ACCOMPLISHED A LOT

this past year including;
improvements to Ferry
Street, completion of
the Jameson roundabout, Winnie Houser
Park parking area and
BY MAYOR
fencing and many othKEITH WAGONER
ers. I think most people
will agree the City is
looking better. In particular the Central Business District is much
improved as business and property owners
completed deferred maintenance including: fresh paint, new siding, cleaned and
repaired awnings, etc. I am grateful to our
citizens, contractors, and City staff, all of
whom contributed to the improvements.
Hopefully, this positive civic pride in our
downtown will prove to be contagious.
But what about 2017? Looking forward,
I want to consolidate and improve on our
gains. Specifically, I will work with your
City Council to further their Critical Goals
and Objectives of improving: Business,
Community and City Partnerships;
Economic Development; Infrastructure
Investment; Service Productivity;
Recreational Development; and the theme
of this issue of Sedro-Woolley City
Scene… Quality of Life. Details of these
Goals and Objectives are available on the
City website; www.ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us.
Important Public Works projects
will continue to improve transportation
and infrastructure. The Cascade Trail
West project that was not completed
this past summer is a priority for 2017.
It will improve pedestrian safety along
the north side of State Route 20 through
the installation of 10 foot wide sidewalks
from Hodgin Road to State Route 9.
This project includes increased capacity
to the associated storm-water drainage

system. In addition, you will see more
work on sidewalks to help bring the City
into compliance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA). While on
the subject of sidewalk improvements,
there were several great examples in
2016 of citizens working with the City to
remove and replace failing and hazardous
residential sidewalks. Citizens are
encouraged in 2017 to work with their
neighbors to maximize the benefits of this
successful program.
I also want to take action on some well
justified citizen concerns by improving
beautification and signage in and around
our roundabouts and the railroad trestle.
These are important focal points as visitors
enter our City. As they say, “you don’t
get second chances at first impressions.”
Working with our community partners
we can design and install attractive, low
maintenance, appealing features of which
we can all be proud.
The City will continue to work with the
Central Skagit Library District in an effort
to attain a fair and equitable partnership
to build and operate an improved central
library in our City. Done properly, we can
have a bigger, better, modernized facility
that provides equal service to everyone in
the Sedro-Woolley School District, while
improving the look and feel of the Central
Business District.
I want to see Sedro-Woolley grow and
prosper in a responsible, common sense
way that respects our past. We were once
the economic engine of Skagit County;
we can be again. As this year comes to a
close, I am reminded what an honor it
has been to be your Mayor. Thank you for
your trust.
– Keith Wagoner, Mayor

3

City Hall

4

Just the Facts

7
8

|
|
|
|

From the Mayor
City Supervisor
City Directory
Council Corner

| Pet Ownership

Fire Department

| Fire Safety

Finance Department
| Budget Process

10

Public Works Department

15
16

How Do You Move a 3,500 lb Boulder?
Development Services Department

16

Development Opportunities
and Trends

| Transportation Benefit District –
Vehicle License Fee
| What’s New With Your City Parks
| Sidewalk Replacement Partnership
Program
| Offender Work Program

| City Planning Department Update

| S-W – Change is Coming
| Building in Sedro-Woolley: Now and in
the Future

18

S-W Chamber

20

Workplace Wellness at City Hall

21

S-W Senior Center “Sit Long,
Talk Much, & Laugh Often”

22

Helping Hands Food Bank
Building Project and Food Forest

24

United General District 304:
A Hidden Treasure

26

The Day My Mother Sold Girl
Scout Cookies at the Fern Rooms

27

What’s Shaking at Shelley’s?

28

Events

30

What’s New?

| Home is Where the Heart is

| Fall and Winter Celebrations
| S-W Historical Museum Events
| High School Sports Calendar

Cover photo by Andy Porter/AndyPorterImages.com

Sedro-Woolley City Scene is published by Philips Publishing Group for the City of Sedro-Woolley.
Publisher: Peter Philips
peter@philipspublishing.com • 206-284-8285

Editor: Jana Hanson
jhanson@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us

Advertising Sales: Julie Applegate
julie@philipspublishing.com • 206-753-7250

Design & Production: Marilyn Esguerra
marilyn@philipspublishing.com
OCTOBER 2016

■

SEDRO-WOOLLEY CITY SCENE 3

CIT Y HALL | QUALIT Y OF LIFE

QUALITY OF LIFE –
Paramount in Sedro-Woolley
OUR CITY IS SEVERAL YEARS
INTO A DETAILED INITIATIVE

to improve the quality
of life in Sedro-Woolley.
Mayor Wagoner and the
city council have adopted
a multi-pronged approach
BY ERON BERG
to improving the quality
City Supervisor/
of life in our city. This
Attorney
approach includes: (1)
Significant investment in infrastructure, (2)
Strengthened law enforcement to address
nuisance violations, (3) Focused effort on
retention and recruitment of businesses, and
(4) Expanded recreational opportunities.
One of the hallmarks of a city is quality
infrastructure like sidewalks and roads
to safely and efficiently move people and
vehicles. Our city has marshalled local,
regional, state and federal resources to add
miles of sidewalks and improve traffic safety
and mobility all around the city. Using
dollars raised by the $20.00 car tab fee, the
city is able to expand its focus in coming
years. Look for improved sidewalk crossings
and improved access for people with limited
mobility, particularly on the busiest streets
and near schools in the coming years.
The city made a significant investment in
the SWPD, adding new officers, including
a code enforcement officer specifically
to address nuisance violations such as
abandoned homes, junk cars, barking dogs
and cars blocking sidewalks. Additionally,
officers were hired to address property
and drug related crimes and the city has
seen the number of property and drug

related crimes decrease with this additional
enforcement. The newest addition to the
SWPD is a fully trained commercial vehicle
enforcement officer. If you see large trucks
pulled over on the side of the road, be
patient, as commercial vehicle inspections
can easily take more than an hour per truck.
We believe this new capability will make SR
9/Township and SR 20/Moore Street safer.
Sedro-Woolley remains a whole
community at a time when many cities
are losing their sense of community.
Our businesses are a big part of SedroWoolley’s small town feel. We still have a
main street where people know your name
and businesses span generations. The city
government is committed to supporting our
existing businesses and encouraging new
businesses to locate here and the SWIFT
Center is a great example of that effort.
Even in the wake of the great recession,
our employees continue to work harder
with fewer resources to provide more
recreational opportunities. With great help
from the community, we have new parks
and playfields and resident caretakers
at three of the city’s parks to make them
safer and keep them looking better. It’s this
type of partnership and innovation that
exemplifies the Sedro-Woolley Way.
Sedro-Woolley really is a small town
with great opportunities and it is our quality
of life that makes this city such a great place
to live, work and raise families. If you have
ideas about actions the city government can
take to make Sedro-Woolley better, please
let me know.

The City of Sedro-Woolley prides itself on providing excellent customer service which
includes reaching out to our residents and businesses with current information on
projects and newsworthy events within the City. That’s why the mayor and city council
have decided to embark on a city magazine that will communicate in a format that we
hope our readers find interesting and beneficial. In order to be successful we’d like to
hear your comments regarding style, content and information covered in the SedroWoolley City Scene. Please forward your comments to Eron Berg, City Supervisor
eberg@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us or at (360) 855-1661.
Thank you for helping make the Sedro-Woolley City Scene an effective way for the city
and its partners to communicate with you!
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JUST THE FACTS

Pet Ownership
by Joseph Dokes III*
We English are a lot like Americans when it
comes to our pets. For example, the Labrador
has been the most popular dog for almost a
decade in both countries, but, there are a lot of
differences too. I’d wager you won’t see many
hedgehogs as pets in Sedro-Woolley. As is my
modus operandi, I went straight to the source
in my search for the “facts” on pet ownership in
Sedro-Woolley. Chapter 6 of the Sedro-Woolley
Municipal Code has been twice updated since
2015 to provide better protection for animals
and citizens. Notably, tethering of dogs is
carefully controlled under the new Code and no
animal may be tethered overnight. Responsible
owners will also find specific guidance on
tethering, sheltering, care and feeding, and
disposal of waste in the Code.
Pet ownership in Sedro-Woolley is mostly
common sense and courtesy; be good to your
animals and good to your neighbors:
• All dogs over 4 months of age must be licensed
(free of charge) with the Police Department and
the tag must be displayed; proof of vaccination
is also required. I was surprised to learn that
micro-chipping is not yet a requirement
in Sedro-Woolley as it is in many other
municipalities and countries (perhaps a change
is in order here?).
• When traversing the city, pets must be
leashed and under the control of the owner
(defined as over the age of 12 and capable
of handling the animal). Owners must
expeditiously remove any pet waste from any
public area. Please carry appropriate bags
and have spares to share.
• Dogs may NOT be allowed to run at large at
any time within the city with the exception of
the Sedro-Woolley Bark Park. Loose dogs are
a health nuisance at best and public danger
at worst. If found roaming loose, they should
be photographed and reported to our Police
Department through the 911 system.
• No animal may be allowed to disturb the
neighborhood with frequent noise, barking
or howling. I feel this is best addressed on a
personal basis before involving the authorities.
Sometimes simply speaking with the owners
in a calm respectful manner is all it takes to
resolve the issue; sometimes more is required.
• Should your pet go missing, please check the
Sedro-Woolley website to see if a picture of
your missing pet has been posted. The city
has a pet holding area and is always helpful in
returning lost animals to responsible owners.
As for cats, ferrets, fowl, hedgehogs, and others,
that will have to be another article. For now,
this is Joe Dokes, signing off until next time and
reminding you to scoop your poop, be kind to all,
and to go out and get the facts.
*Joseph Dokes III is the pen name of a SedroWoolley resident and world traveler.

What’s Going
On At City Hall?
Listed below are locations of posted meetings, and
notices of public hearings, and passed ordinances.

CITY DIRECTORY
CITY HALL

POLICE

325 Metcalf Street
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
Phone: (360) 855-1661

Lin Tucker, Police Chief
325 Metcalf Street
For any emergency or officer
dispatch please call: 911
Non Emergency - Office number is:
(360) 855-0111

Mayor
Keith Wagoner
325 Metcalf Street
Phone: (360) 855-9922
swmayor@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us
City Administration
City Supervisor/City Attorney
Eron Berg
325 Metcalf Street
(360) 855-9921
eberg@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us
Finance
Patsy Nelson, CPA, Director
325 Metcalf Street
(360) 855-1661
pnelson@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us
Serena Mynatt, Utility Billing Clerk
325 Metcalf Street
(360) 855-0929

FIRE
Dean Klinger, Fire Chief
325 Metcalf Street
Emergency: 911
(360) 855-2252

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Bill Chambers, Director
325 Metcalf Street
(360) 855-9924
it.director@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us

LIBRARY
Debra Peterson, Librarian
802 Ball Street
(360) 855-1166

MUNICIPAL COURT
Brock Stiles, Judge
325 Metcalf Street
(360) 855-0366
SedroWolleyMuni@mail.courts.wa.gov

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
John Coleman, AICP, Planning Director/
Building Official
325 Metcalf Street
(360) 855-0771
jcoleman@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us

PUBLIC WORKS
Public Works Director
Mark Freiberger, P.E.
325 Metcalf Street
(360) 855-0771
mfreiberger@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us
Public Works Assistant
Julie Rosario,
325 Metcalf Street
(360) 855-0771

Engineering/City Engineer
David Lee, P.E.
325 Metcalf Street
(360) 855-0771
dlee@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us

•

City Hall bulletin board
325 Metcalf Street

•

Sedro-Woolley Public Library
802 Ball Street

•

City website:
www.ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us

•

All notices of public hearings and passed
ordinances are posted in the Skagit Valley
Herald and the Courier Times

City Council agendas, meeting minutes and videos
of regularly scheduled meetings are posted on the
City Website
Planning Commission agendas and meeting
minutes are posted on the City Website
If you have any questions regarding meeting times,
places, agendas or ADA access, please call City Hall
at (360) 855-1661 for assistance.

MEETINGS
City Council, Planning Commission, Library
Board and Housing Authority Board meetings are
generally held at the times and days noted below:
•

Public Works Operations: Parks,
Facilities, Streets, Stormwater &
Cemetery

City Council regular meetings:
2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month
7:00 PM, City Council Chambers
325 Metcalf Street

•

Nathan Salseina, Division Supervisor
409 Alexander Street
(360) 856-5167
Park Department Business Office and
Reservations: 325 Metcalf St.
(360) 855-1661

City Council study sessions:
1st Wednesday of each month
7:00 PM, Public Safety Training Room
220 Munro Street

•

Planning Commission meetings:
3rd Tuesday of each month
6:30 PM, City Council Chambers
325 Metcalf Street

•

Library Board meetings:
Last Wednesday of each month
5:00 PM, City Council Chambers
325 Metcalf Street

•

Sedro-Woolley Housing Authority Board
meetings are generally held on the third
Thursday of even months except October at
10:45 AM, Hillsview 830 Township Street

Wastewater Division
Debbie Allen, Wastewater Division
Supervisor
401 Alexander
(360) 856-1100

Solid Waste
Leo Jacobs, Solid Waste & Fleet
Division Supervisor
315 Sterling
(360) 855-1884
Commercial accounts, new service,
changes in service and billing questions:
(360) 855-0929

SEDRO-WOOLLEY HOUSING
AUTHORITY

Meeting times and places occasionally change, so
it is advisable to contact City Hall 24 hours prior to
a scheduled meeting to confirm the location, date
and time.

Hillsview
830 Township Street
(360) 855-0404
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BigRock

CIT Y HALL
COUNCIL CORNER

CONTACT YOUR
COUNCIL MEMBER

Delicious, homemade food… Excellent drink…
Fun, relaxed atmosphere and friendly service.
If you’re looking for fun times with good
friends, Big Rock Roadhouse and Pizzeria
is your place.

OPEN DAILY FOR LUNCH & DINNER
BREAKFAST SATURDAY & SUNDAY

14779 State Route 9 /
Mount Vernon, WA

Sun-Thurs: 11:00am – 9:00pm
Fri-Sat: 8:00am – 10:00pm

HAPPY HOUR
MON-FRI 3:00PM – 6:00PM

BREAKFAST
Sat. & Sun. 8:00AM – Noon

PRIME RIB
FRI & SAT 4:00PM – CLOSE
(while supplies last)

LUNCH/DINNER
11:00AM – CLOSE

360-424-7872

WARD ONE
Judith Dunn Lee
829 Cook Rd
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
360-856-9996 (day)
360-853-2053 (eve)
ward1@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us
WARD TWO
Germaine J. Kornegay
123 N Central Ave
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
Phone: 360-755-2108
ward2@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us
WARD THREE
Brenda Kinzer
100 Nelson St
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
Phone: 360-421-4541
ward3@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us
WARD FOUR
Julia Johnson
516 Talcott St
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
Phone: 360-855-1070
ward4@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us
WARD FIVE
Chuck Owen
833 Waldron St
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
360-855-0978
ward5@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us
WARD SIX
Rick Lemley
1208 Talcott St
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
Business Phone: 360-855-1288
Home Phone: 360-856-1224
ward6@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us
AT-LARGE
Brett Sandström
432 Talcott St
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
360-610-7670
councilatlarge@
ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us
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FIRE DEPT

|

FIRE PREVENTION MONTH

October is Fire Prevention Month
BY ASSISTANT CHIEF TODD OLSON

DID YOU KNOW THAT THE SEDROWOOLLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT staff visits the
following elementary schools each year: Samish,
Lyman, Evergreen, Mary Purcell and Central? We
are teaching children the dangers of fire; what to
do in case of a fire and how to prevent fires and
accidents from happening. The members of your fire department
have witnessed lives being saved as a result of this education. This
year’s educational emphasis is on smoke detectors:
• You should test your smoke detectors every month.
• You should change out the battery twice a year and we
recommend using daylight savings time as a reminder to
change your batteries. This November 6th when you move
your clocks back an hour, replace the batteries in your
smoke detectors. An operating smoke detector just might
save your life.
• Make sure you know how old all of the smoke alarms are in
your home. To find out how old a smoke alarm is, look at
the date of manufacture on the back of the alarm; the alarm
should be replaced 10 years from that date.

Total Body Program

OTHER SAFETY TIPS FOR OCTOBER
Many families participate in Halloween activities, so to make it
not only fun but safe please read the following tips:
• Trick or Treat with an adult, children under the age of 12
should not be alone at night without adult supervision.
Those children that are mature enough to be out without
supervision remind them to stick to familiar areas that are
well-lit and to Trick or Treat in groups.
• Cross streets at intersections using crosswalks when present.
• Costumes - make them with light colored material and or
apply reflective tape to the costumes.
• Have your kids carry a flashlight and or a glow stick. This
will help them see and be seen by drivers.
• Be sure costumes fit properly preventing trip hazards and
assure the mask does not obscure their vision.
FINAL NOTE
In the city’s October utility billing there will be a flyer and letter
addressing the importance of a visible address sign for your
business and or home along with information on how to order
a reflective address sign from the city.
We again want to thank you for your support and please be safe.

Personal Training

Yoga

Trek for Treasure

Take Charge of your Health!
Whether your goal is to lose weight, get stronger, or just feel better, we have a
wide variety of programs to help you reach your health and fitness goals.

2015 Hospital Drive, Sedro-Woolley

(360) 854-0247
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The Sedro-Woolley Budget Process
BUDGET POLICY
BEGINS WITH an
understanding of
the needs and issues
important to the
community which
we serve. Do we need
BY PATSY NELSON
additional police
Finance Director
officers, more parkland,
additional ballfields, new
sidewalks or trails, modern playground
equipment, better directional signage,
community meeting spaces, safety fencing
of parks in high traffic areas, better traffic
flow, air-conditioning at the Senior Center
or a second ambulance? How will these
needs be funded, are there any grant
opportunities, what is the best use of the
city’s limited resources? These are the
types of decisions which the city council
wrestles with on an annual basis.
While typically thought of as a
financial activity performed to satisfy
state law, budgeting is actually a process
of planning. The planning process
involves determining the types and levels
of services to be provided and allocating
available resources among various
departments, programs or functions.
Additionally, the budget provides
significant policy direction by the Mayor
and city council to the staff. The course
of the city as a whole, or its various
departments individually, can be changed
as a result of the budgetary process.
The budget seeks to achieve these four
interrelated functions:
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A POLICY TOOL
The city’s budget process allows city
officials an opportunity to comprehensively review the direction of the city
and to redirect its activities by means
of the allocation of financial resources.
On this basis, the budget sets policy for
the following year. The budget also facilitates the evaluation of city programs
by providing a means to measurably
examine the financial activities of the
city departments over time.
AN OPERATIONS GUIDE
The budget provides financial
control by setting forth both legislative
and administrative guidance to city
employees regarding the character and
scope of their activities. This direction
is set forth in both summary and detail
form in the various products of the
budget process.
A FINANCIAL PLAN
The budget outlines the manner
in which the financial resources of
the city will be managed during the
budget period. This allocation of
resources is based on understanding
both the current year’s needs and a
long-term view of the development
of the city’s programs. The budget
must be adopted as a balanced budget
and must be in place prior to the
expenditures of any city funds. The
budget takes into account unforeseen
contingencies and provides for the

OCTOBER 2016

need for periodic adjustments called
budget amendments.
AS A COMMUNICATION
MEDIUM
The budget provides management
information as a comprehensive
tabulation of information regarding
both the character and scope of city
activity. No budget can be effective
unless it communicates. Since this
budget has a diverse audience, it
seeks to communicate at several levels
and for several purposes. It seeks to
communicate clear policy at a useable
level of detail to city employees, to
communicate significant policy issues
and options in a form that can be acted
on by officials, and to communicate
the plans of the city to its constituents
in a manner which affords them an
opportunity to provide meaningful
comments to the elected officials.
The City of Sedro-Woolley follows
the budgetary process as mandated by
the State of Washington.
The budget process starts with the
council retreat early in the year. At that
retreat city council discusses many
issues including program priorities and
critical goals and objectives. The formal
budget planning begins in September
with city department directors
presenting budget requests in line with
council priorities under the general
guidance of the City Supervisor.
The Mayor’s balanced preliminary
budget is presented to the council at
the November Council Work Session.
Public hearings are held to obtain
citizen comments and revisions, as
applicable, are made. The council
adopts a final balanced budget by
ordinance no later than December
31 of each year. The budget can be
changed (amended) at any time after it
is adopted, by the city council passing
another ordinance in an open public
meeting. Normally, the budget is
reviewed during the year to identify
any necessary adjustments.

2016 All Funds
Expenditures - by Purpose
$25,010,089
2016 ALL FUNDS EXPENDITURES BY PURPOSE
Ending Balance Fund
$6,039,145
24.1%

Benefits $2,018,281
8.1%

Salaries, $4,901,430
19.6%

Supplies $655,600
2.6%
Transfers Interfund
$3,633,710
14.5%

Service $2,772,167
11.1%

Debt Service $1,500,111
6.0%

Capital $2,443,768
9.8%

Government Services
$1,045,877
4.2%

WHERE DO YOUR PROPERTY TAXES GO?

S-‐W	
  Schools	
  -‐	
  Bond	
  
$437,410	
  
5%	
  

S-‐W	
  Schools	
  -‐	
  
Technology	
   Hospital	
  304	
   Port-‐Skagit	
  
$129,812	
  
$167,497	
  
$260,481	
  
1%	
  
2%	
  
3%	
  

Tuesday-Saturday
10ish - 5ish
225 State St, Sedro-Woolley
360-391-9000

S-‐W	
  City-‐General	
  
$1,811,835	
  
20%	
  
S-‐W	
  City-‐Bond	
  
$210,002	
  
2%	
  

www.facebook.com/shelleysshack

Skagit	
  County	
  
$1,508,384	
  
17%	
  

S-‐W	
  Schools	
  -‐	
  General	
  
$2,959,899	
  
32%	
  

Washington	
  State	
  
$1,630,234	
  
18%	
  

SALES TAX RATE IN SEDRO-WOOLLEY IS 8.5%
Skagit	
  Transit	
  0.4%	
  

State,	
  6.5%,	
  
76%	
  of	
  total	
  

Crim	
  Jus<ce	
  
0.1%	
  
City,	
  0.85%,	
  
10%	
  of	
  total	
  

360-202-3016
303 State Street
papawilliescatering.com
facebook\papawilliescatering

City	
  Public	
  Safety	
  	
  
0.1%	
  
911,	
  0.1%	
  

Skagit	
  County	
  
0.15%	
  
Jail	
  Public	
  Safety,	
  0.2%	
  

Skagit	
  Mental	
  Health,	
  
0.1%	
  

We specialize in Texas BBQ–
slow smoked for hours and
served with all the fixings
made from scratch!

Dine in or take out
Outdoor seating
Domestic & micro-brew beers
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PUBLIC WORKS |

U P D AT E

MAINTAINING OUR ROAD SYSTEM

Sedro-Woolley’s Transportation Benefit District – Vehicle License Fee
AS WITH ALL SMALL
AGENCIES, THE CITY
STRUGGLES with
operation and maintenance costs related to its
infrastructure. In particular, roadway maintenance,
BY MARK A.
including maintenance
FREIBERGER, PE
Director of
of sidewalks and storm
Public Works
drainage system, is a
daunting task, as roadway
surfacing is subject to regular wear and tear
from the vehicles that utilize the system.
Added to vehicle wear are franchise utilities
that share the city’s right of way, and who
frequently exercise their rights to install,
repair and replace their own infrastructure,
resulting in frequent roadway cuts and
patching. This patching significantly reduces the life of the pavement.
The city is responsible for maintenance
of two classifications of streets; Arterial and
Local Access. Arterial streets are roadways
that collect traffic from neighborhoods and
business districts and direct it to the county
and state arterial systems that enter and
exit the city. Local Access streets generally
serve neighborhoods and business districts
and are low volume compared to Arterials.
The city presently has a total of 49.05 miles
of streets within the city limits. This total
excludes the 4.23 miles of State Routes 20
and 9 transiting the city. Maintenance of the
roadway surfacing for the state routes are
the responsibility of the State of Washington;
however the city is responsible for the
drainage system under these routes. City
Arterials make up 14.91 miles of the total
city inventory, and Local Access streets the
remaining 30.85 miles. There are also 4.36
miles of private streets within the city that are
the responsibility of the surrounding owners
to maintain. Nearly all of the city street
system has asphalt pavement surfacing.
The Street budget for street maintenance
over the past ten years has included $75,000
per year for surface treatments such as asphalt
overlay, chip seal and crack sealing. Pothole
patching and street and alley repair total an
additional $40,000 for materials. Labor is
performed by Street Department staff. These
10 SEDRO-WOOLLEY CITY SCENE
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funds are provided by a portion of state
gasoline tax returned to the city and general
fund revenues from property tax dedicated
to the Street Fund in the annual budget. The
small annual program made possible with
these funds generally results in six to eight
blocks of overlay or chip seal. Given the street
miles within the city, the program should be
treating over 20 blocks per year in order to
produce a 20 year maintenance cycle. The
present level of funding is clearly inadequate
to maintain the street system, and we have
been falling behind the curve on maintenance
for many years. Council is aware of this
problem and has sought alternative means to
increase funding for street maintenance.
In addition to Street budget funding
noted above, the city actively pursues grant
funding for city maintenance and upgrades.
The main source for overlay funds is the
Transportation Improvement Board Arterial
Improvement Program (TIB), which will
fund overlays of arterial streets. The city has
utilized this program to overlay John Liner
Road from Reed to Township in 2012, 3rd
Street from Warner to Metcalf in 2014 and
Ferry Street from SR20 to the BNSF crossing
in 2016. These projects totaled $880,800, with
a local match of $99,821. The city has used
a combination of funds including the Street
Overlay account to provide the 10% match
requirement for the TIB funds.
THE TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT
DISTRICT – AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE
Transportation Benefit Districts (TBD) are
authorized by the Revised Code of Washington, Section 36.73. TBD’s are quasi-municipal
corporations and taxing districts created for
the sole purpose of acquiring, constructing,
improving, providing, and funding transportation improvements within the district.
TBD’s can be funded in a variety of ways,
including property taxes, sales and use tax,
up to $100 annual vehicle fee per vehicle registered in the district, or vehicle tolls. Many
agencies in the State of Washington including
Anacortes and Mount Vernon locally have
adopted TBD’s. The most common funding
method used by these agencies has been an
annual vehicle fee, averaging $20/vehicle for
most agencies.
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On November 25, 2014 the city adopted
a TBD by Ordinance 1808-14. The TBD
created by the ordinance is funded by a
$20 annual vehicle fee. It is estimated that
the TBD will generate $173,000 per year
once fully implemented. The city’s TBD
specifically limits funds use to projects
identified in the city’s Comprehensive Plan
Chapter 3 Transportation Element (the
Transportation Plan), as updated annually by
the Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP). The Transportation Plan and TIP
focus on Arterial streets. While use of TBD
funds is limited to Arterials, providing
this regular funding stream will free up a
portion of existing Street funding for Local
Access maintenance. Information on the
city’s Transportation Plan and the 20172023 TIP is available on the city’s website
at http://www.ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us/
EngineeringPublicWorks/main.htm.
TBD PRESENT STATUS
An Annual Report of TBD activities is
required that summarizes actual revenue
received and projects completed and planned
for subsequent years. The first Annual Report
was published on January 13, 2016 summarizing Fiscal Year 2015 activities. The Report
is available on the city’s website at http://
www.ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us/EngineeringPublicWorks/main.htm. The FY 2015 report
reflects less than a year of revenue due to first
collections starting six months after implementation of the TBD. The next report will be
compiled in January 2017, and will reflect the
first year of full funding.
OTHER LOCAL FUNDING SOURCES
The city has completed $25.1 million in
arterial streets improvement projects since
2008 resulting in major upgrades to the
arterial streets. State and federal funding for
these projects came from a variety of sources
with varying match fund requirements.
Local match used for these projects was $2.1
million, or 8.5% of the overall cost of the
improvements.
The primary source for local funding
for these projects has been Developer
Impact Fees. Impact Fees are collected
on new development under the SedroWoolley Municipal Code SWMC 15.60.050,

as authorized by the Growth Management Act.
Development prior to the 2008 Recession had produced a
significant balance that has been exhausted over the past
8 years. Some funds are beginning to accumulate, but at a
much slower rate than prior to 2008, and the fund balance
is under $50,000 at this point. As a result, some TBD
funds may be used as matching funds for future capital
projects identified in the Transportation Plan.
FUTURE PLANS
Public Works plans to update the city’s Pavement Management System over the next few months. The PMS
will rank existing pavement condition and determine
remaining service life of streets by segment. This data
will be utilized to estimate annual maintenance needs.
Once this process is complete, Public Works will present
the results to council and propose the next steps to
providing a sustainable maintenance program for Sedro-Woolley’s street system. Information on this process
will be available on the city’s website.
CONCLUSION
TBD funds provide a much needed regular revenue
stream to support street maintenance and upgrades
within the city. While it does not completely solve the
revenue problem, it goes a long way to stabilizing the decline of our street assets, and continuing the city’s recent
success with upgrading its transportation infrastructure.

Helpful, knowledgeable staff to assist you with all your
prescription and medication needs. Currently accepting
most insurance providers. Flu shots available.
Need a gift for someone special? We have an extensive
gift shop filled with many unique items you won’t find
anywhere else in Skagit County!

Where We’re not a chain. We knoW your name.
Your friendly, local pharmacy is located at

640 HWY 20, Sedro-WoolleY • 360-503-1676
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What’s New With Your City Parks
BY NATHAN SALSEINA, PUBLIC WORKS
OPERATIONS DIVISION MANAGER

2016 HAS BEEN A BUSY YEAR for
the Parks Department. A number
of maintenance projects have been
completed to extend the life of our
parks along with the completion of a
few new larger projects:
Tesarik Field - The Sedro-Woolley Rotary Club in
partnership with the city and many other donors and
volunteers completed construction of this new little
league baseball field. Visit the new field on Metcalf
Street north of City Hall.
Winnie Houser Park and Playfield - This 10-acre
addition to the city parks system will be home to the
Sedro-Woolley Youth Soccer Association. The playfield
features new grass, parking lot and fencing all installed
by the city. This new facility will be ready for use in 2017.
Future plans include a children’s playground.
Memorial Park Revitalization - This spring, city
staff applied for a grant from the State Recreation and
Conservation Office (RCO) to revitalize Memorial Park.
Plans for this project include improvements to the
community center and senior center buildings, new
picnic shelters, a new playground, and a splash park.
Of the 77 agencies in the state that applied for funding

through RCO, the Sedro-Woolley project ranked 27th.
We will know more whether this project will be awarded
funding after the Legislature returns to session in 2017.
PARK CARETAKER PROGRAM EXPANDS

The City of Sedro-Woolley has a unique way of
maintaining our larger city parks. Riverfront Park,
Bingham Park, and Memorial Park each have a live in
caretaker that resides at the park full time. Riverfront
Park has had a caretaker since the park was developed
in 1985. In 2013 the city added another caretaker
position at Bingham Park, and earlier this spring, a third
caretaker position was added at Memorial Park.
Park caretakers are paid a small monthly stipend,
and receive free room and board in exchange for
opening and cleaning restrooms, picking up trash,
assisting park users, and general park oversight.
This program has made possible the ongoing
maintenance of an excellent city park system, without
taxing existing city resources or allowing for the parks to
fall into disrepair. If you have any questions about this
program, or would like more information, please contact
Nathan Salseina, Public Works Operations Supervisor at
360-855-0771.
For a full directory of our city parks visit our website
at www.ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us/Parks_and_Recreation/
main.htm

SEDRO-WOOLLEY
CITY PARKS
AT A GLANCE

7 City Parks
2 R.V. Parks
4 Playgrounds
1 Skateboard Park
2 Basketball Courts
1 Community Center
1 Off-leash Dog Park

Get back to
doing what
you love!
Our goal at Sedro-Woolley Physical
Therapy is to help you not only
return to your prior level of function
after an injury or surgery, but to help
you exceed your expectations.

Make an appointment for:
• Back or Neck Pain
• Work Injuries
• Auto Injuries
• Joint Replacement Therapy
• Tendinitis
• Return to Sports Testing
638 Sunset Park Dr. Suite 101 | Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 | www.swpt1.com | 360-856-4200
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City To Expand Sidewalk
Replacement Partnership
Program In 2017
BY NATHAN SALSEINA, PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS DIVISION MANAGER

Properly maintained sidewalks are a very valuable part of our city
infrastructure. Sidewalks allow for safe pedestrian travel, and add
value to individual properties. They enhance quality of life too!
Did you know that individual property owners are responsible for
the maintenance of the sidewalks in front of their homes?
Many of the sidewalks in the city are in poor condition. If you have
a damaged sidewalk, or one that may be a safety hazard, the SedroWoolley Public Works Department has a program that can assist you
in repairing your sidewalk.
Under the program, residents must apply for a right of way permit.
The city will then schedule a time to remove the existing sidewalk and
dispose of the concrete at no cost to the property owner.
The property owner will then hire a contractor to prepare the
ground, install forms and pour cement for the new sidewalk. The city
will provide crushed gravel to form the base of the new sidewalk. A list
of qualified contractors is available at the city.
The Public Works Department has budgeted additional funds in
2017 to expand the sidewalk replacement program which will provide
residents with an affordable way to replace their sidewalks.
If you are interested in participating in this program, or would like
additional information, please contact the Public Works Department
at 360-855-0771.

“The City was extremely helpful with the process.
It was smooth and easy. We love our new
sidewalks and hope others enjoy them as well.”
Cheryl Brue, Sedro-Woolley resident
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OFFENDER WORK PROGRAM

Sedro-Woolley’s Offender Work Program
AT THE BEGINNING OF 2010,
the City of Sedro-Woolley Work
Offender program was created.
At that time, and continuing on
to today, all of the municipalities
in Skagit County faced the
same problem. No room at the
“INN” or in other words, the
BY MELISSA
jail was always full, making it
DOUGHER
almost impossible for someone
Offender
convicted of smaller offense
Work Program
(petty) crimes to serve out their
Supervsisor
sentences, not to mention the
cost of incarceration. Chief of Police Doug Wood
(now retired), City Supervisor/City Attorney Eron
Berg and then Mayor Mike Anderson proposed
creating a work offender program that would save
the city money and allow persons convicted of
gross misdemeanor and misdemeanor crimes to
pay their debt to society by performing work for the
City of Sedro-Woolley rather than sit in a jail cell.
The proposal was brought to the City Council
and on March 9th 2010 Luigi Gallino became the
first Offender Work Program (OWP) Supervisor.
OWP is a division of the Public Works Department
and relies on the cooperation of various city
departments such as Sedro-Woolley Municipal

Court, the Police Department and City Hall. Luigi
developed a very successful program which
continued for the next 6 years. The program even took
in workers from other cities and the county when
appropriate. In July of 2016 Luigi decided to retire.
That is where I come in.
My name is Melissa Dougher. I proudly served the
City of Sedro-Woolley for 21 ½ years working in the
Police Department, first as a dispatcher and then as
a Police Officer. Then I retired! The OWP Supervisor
is a part time position and when Chief Tucker asked
if I would fill in, I agreed. It has been an eye-opening
experience to see how many public areas benefit from
the labor of the work crew. Workers wearing yellow
vests marked “community service worker” can be
found at various municipal buildings and parks, the
Senior Center, Community Center and Library. They
do jobs such as trash pickup, weeding, pruning and
sweeping. They wash municipal vehicles, clean up
graffiti and did you know there are 14 retention ponds
and sewer pump stations the city is responsible for
clearing of excess vegetation? Yes, that is a job for
your community service workers.
On February 26th, 2014 Chief Wood reported to
the city council that “Sedro-Woolley continues to be
reliant on the labor of the offender work program”.
That remains true to this day.

Sedro-Woolley Family Dental Center
“A Healthy Smile is Always in Style”

At Sedro-Woolley
Family Dental Center,
our staff believes in gentle
care for the whole family.
GENERAL DENTISTRY:
• Comprehensive Treatment
• Crowns, Bridges & Veneers
• Fillings: Composite &
Dental Amalgams
• Nitrous Oxide
• Teeth Whitening
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions
• Night Guards
• Root Canal Treatments
• Emergency Dental Care
• Oral Hygiene
Hansrolf H. Gruener, D.D.S. Glyn A. Fleury, D.D.S.
Tristan Stone, D.D.S. Jae Seon Kim, D.D.S.

(360) 855-0351

Children and New Patients Always Welcome

830 Metcalf St. • Sedro-Woolley, WA. 98284 • www.sedrowoolleyfamilydentalcenter.net
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HOW DO YOU MOVE A 3,500 LB BOULDER?

With Community Heft
BY MARY J. MCGOFFIN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SKAGIT COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

A special thank you to Arty and Elinor Nakis who
had the inspiration of relocating the climbing
boulder from the Boy Scouts of America Camp
Black Mountain where it was initially installed
in memory of their son, Nathan Nakis who was
killed in Iraq in 2003. When the camp was sold,
the climbing boulder found a new home with
the Sedro-Woolley School District to the delight
of hundreds of children.
Your donations help make a project like this
climbing boulder possible. Other heroes
included the Rotary International Club of SedroWoolley, the local school district, Janicki Logging
Company and the Stewart Donor Advised Fund
at the Skagit Community Foundation.
Come talk to us about
your inspirations for the
community and we will
help you make them
happen.

• Pizza
• Pasta
• Baked Italian Dishes
• Kids Menu
• Famous Grinders
• Salads
• 10 Beers on Tap

852 Highway 20
Sedro-Woolley
www.cascadepizza.net

Photo is courtesy of the Skagit Community Foundation

“Evergreen students and staff are very excited to use the climbing boulder.
Our playground equipment is pretty old and there has been a student buzz
since work began. Our PE teachers have plans to use the boulder as part of
some units of instruction. The boulder will also be used for class rewards,
Physical Therapy with students, and PE for our Autism Program students.
It is a unique opportunity for us to have access to something most schools
don’t, a four-sided free climb boulder. Thank you for supporting this project!
BRIAN ISAKSON, Principal, Evergreen Elementary School, Sedro-Woolley

A Family Favorite for over 41 YEARS.

WE DELIVER 7 DAYS A WEEK

360.856.1136

DINE IN, TAKE OUT & DELIVERY |

11am – 10pm
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Sedro-Woolley Wins Planning Award!
THE CITY’S RECENTLY ADOPTED SUBAREA PLAN for the Center for

Innovation and Technology (now named the S.W.I.F.T. Center) won
the top award for Comprehensive Planning in the Small Cities and
Counties category. The award is granted by a joint panel of members
from both the Planning Association of Washington and the Washington
Chapter of the American Planning Association.
The subarea plan was the culmination of a collaborative effort beBY JOHN COLEMAN tween the state, City, Port of Skagit, Skagit County and citizens to find
Planning Director/ a way to revitalize the state-owned Northern State Hospital property
Building Official
(for more information on the revitalization effort at Northern State, see
the August 2016 City Scene). The collaboration resulted in a plan to
reimagine the property as a technology center while preserving the historic nature of the
site and buildings. The subarea plan outlines the community’s vision for future development at the property, defines where new buildings can be constructed and what they may
look like and provides for protection of the historic structures. Thank you and congratulations to everyone who took part in the subarea planning process. Without the hard work
of everyone involved, the plan could not have been such a success.
In other Planning Department news, an update to the city’s Comprehensive Plan was
completed in May of 2016. This update included major updates to the Land Use Element,
Transportation Element and Economic Development Element. You can find the complete
updated Comprehensive Plan – as well as the SWIFT Center subarea plan – at the Planning Department’s web page http://www.ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us/Planning/main.htm.

CHANGE IS COMING
BY PETE PAPADOPULOS, PAPADOPULOS CONSULTANTS, LLC

I WAS WALKING THROUGH DOWNTOWN BELLEVUE LAST
WEEK and commented on how much it had changed over the years.
Having been raised in Bellevue I can remember when it was a small
town with only two traffic signals. I don’t much like going to Bellevue
anymore. For me, the changes do not align with my values for the type
of place in which I want to live. Change happens. Sedro-Woolley will change. My hope
is that the changes that will occur in Sedro-Woolley will reflect the values of its citizens,
maintain a respect for its traditions, and yet allow for new, good, vibrant ideas that will
continue to make Sedro-Woolley special. Changing for the better is possible.
As a real estate broker specializing in commercial properties, I was asked many years
ago by one of the former mayors what changes would have to occur for Sedro-Woolley
to attract more retailers. The mayor knew I had built a career on finding sites for Costco
and Eagle Hardware in different areas of the country. My answer was that Sedro-Woolley
just did not have enough rooftops (translation=population) to attract the types of
retailers the mayor thought would be desired by the citizens of Sedro-Woolley. I believe
that may be starting to change and that it will change even more over the coming years.
The question is, will that change be managed in a manner such that those who currently
love living in Sedro-Woolley will continue to enjoy living in Sedro-Woolley?
In addition to finding sites for retailers, I have also been fortunate to have worked
in the industrial sector of real estate development. When my wife and I first relocated
to God’s country (Skagit County) about fifteen years ago, one of my first jobs was to
find a buyer for a large industrial property. I told the seller that her property would be
marketed nationally through the world’s largest commercial real estate brokerage which
16 SEDRO-WOOLLEY CITY SCENE
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I worked for at the time. I also told her
that the buyer would be someone whose
house we could see if we stood on top
of her building. That is an old real estate
adage, but it is true not because they have
such a big house, it is because local people
have the best sense for the opportunity for
change in a given area. It also helps that
business owners like their business to be
close to where they live. Sure enough, that
is exactly what happened.
How does this apply to Sedro-Woolley?
One of most exciting bits of news lately
stems from Peter Janicki’s decision to
build his incredible Omni-Processor in
Sedro-Woolley. So what is the impact for
Sedro-Woolley? The impact will likely be
two-fold. First, employees of any business
understandably like to live relatively near
where they work. This means developers
will be more willing to build new houses
in town. Already, the demand for homes
outstrips the supply in Sedro-Woolley and
throughout Skagit County. This year has
seen an increase in new housing starts. We
are also starting to see an increase in new
commercial construction. As business
increases, there is a corresponding
increase in the number of people who
come to those businesses during business
hours. I believe when people come to
the Skagit Valley and Sedro-Woolley in
particular, they recognize what a great
lifestyle is available here. The word will
get out and we will see more people and
businesses wanting to relocate here. I
understand the desire to want to keep the

The word will get out
and we will see more
people and businesses
wanting to relocate
here...The coming
change will be good
if the citizens have a
healthy dialogue about
what that change
should look like.

Skagit Valley as “our secret” but that
is just not a reasonable expectation.
Change is coming. The coming change
will be good if the citizens have a
healthy dialogue about what that
change should look like.
Suggestions? Look to engage a
cross section of residents and business
owners in the dialogue. Locals simply
care more about the area they live and
do business in. Tom Miller, owner of
Coho Liquidation was encouraged
to consider relocating from SedroWoolley to capture a larger share of
the market. If Tom had taken that
advice, the city would have experienced
a significant loss of tax revenue. Tom’s
commitment to Sedro-Woolley and
Skagit Valley makes him an example
of the type of people who should be
encouraged to engage in the discourse
about coming change. Another example
is Megan and Scott Douglas, owners
of Northwest Physical Therapy. They
decided to relocate to their new and
improved building on Cook Road. The
quality and design of their building
reflects an attitude of good stewardship.
They could have spent less by building
a plain, boring structure but they
built something that looks good today
and will still look good in 40 years. If
locals are engaged in the change that is
coming to Sedro-Woolley, change will
be for the better.
I am encouraged that Rob Janicki,
owner of The RJ Group is committed
to building in Sedro-Woolley. Rob is
contemplating building a live-work
community in Sedro-Woolley. I believe
it is communities like this that will
provide an incubator for the next
generation of the people referenced
in this article. The input of local
entrepreneurs who are committed to
their town is a necessary component of
managing healthy change.
Change is coming. Get involved in
discussions before the city council and
planning commission. We can manage
change and keep the character that
we all appreciate. Let’s work to keep
the character of this beautiful area in
which we live, not by attempts to block
change, but by managing change in a
manner that builds on the values and
interests that have made this such a
great area.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATH (STEM)

Cultivating

Careers

Janicki Industries proudly supports Sedro-Woolley
Schools in their efforts to enhance, increase and
encourage STEM at all levels.

Supporting Sedro-Woolley as a place to live, grow and work

“We treat your pets as if
they were our own.”
We offer care for cats,
dogs, birds and exotics.
Jason Squibb
Mike Hinckley
Karmon Caswell
Allyssa Henderson

Phone: 360-856-1809
Fax: 360-856-2102
200 Murdock Street
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
www.northcascadevet.com

Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm Saturday 8am-5pm
OCTOBER 2016

■

SEDRO-WOOLLEY CITY SCENE 17

Building in Sedro-Woolley:
Now and in the Future
BY HEIDI SOLANO
OPERATIONS MANAGER,
THE RJ GROUP

THE CONSTRUCTION
ON THE NORTHEAST
edge of Sedro-Woolley is a
consistent buzz of activity.
A visible cue to what the
real estate market numbers reflect and the
media has reported; throughout the Pacific
Northwest housing is in demand.
The RJ Group is striving to meet that
demand. A local development group
headed by Rob Janicki, The RJ Group
has planned the neighborhood known
as Gateway Heights which is located
near the intersection of Fruitdale and
Portobello. Partnering with Grandview
Homes for construction, and the Erik
Pedersen Group for sales, the entire team
has been working diligently to bring new
homes to the market.
“While we don’t have the frenzy
atmosphere that you see in some urban
areas”, Erik Pedersen reports, “buyers
today are competing over a limited supply”.
During the recession from 2009 to 2014,
a lull in construction created some unmet
demand. In response, the team anticipates
the need for 80 to 100 units per year until

the market begins to normalize.
The RJ Group’s current plans for the
Gateway Heights neighborhood include 25
more homes. The product here has been
very popular with a variety of buyers who
all seem to be looking for homes designed
with an open floor plan and a master
bedroom on the first floor. Other popular
features include granite or quartz counters
and darker wood accents and flooring.
Buyer demographics include many first
time buyers, but also some Navy families
associated with Whidbey Naval Air Station
and a number of retirees relocating from
outside of Skagit County.
The RJ Group and its team have an
eye toward the future. Moving forward,
affordability will be a key consideration.
Erik Pedersen aptly points out that recent
construction in the area is typically
occurring on lots that were once distressed,
bank repossessed properties. Acquired
at bargain prices, developers are then
able to pass these savings onto buyers.
Unfortunately, as these few remaining
bargain lots are used up, new home prices
will reflect higher land costs. In response,
Millennials, many of whom have adopted
a renter mindset, may continue to rent.

First time buyers in Sedro-Woolley may
enter the market with the purchase of
a townhome rather than a traditional
detached single family home. Responding
to renters, and to buyers at all price points,
can be a challenge for developers and
builders. It requires a shift in design and an
innovative stance.
The RJ Group embraces this challenge.
Staffed with a group of planning, zoning,
and marketing professionals the group
has been working to create innovative
living spaces. The result is desirable
new communities provided at price
points attainable to the average buyer. In
Bellingham, The RJ Group is one of few
developers selling new homes with price
points below the $300,000 mark in the

SEDRO-WOOLLEY CHAMBER

HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS
BY POLA KELLEY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

HOME ISN’T A PLACE; IT’S A FEELING. Every building in our town is
filled with memories: the bakery where we ate coconut pancakes on
Saturday morning, crammed around a table too small for the crowd,
and the Mexican restaurant where a family celebrates every birthday.
Whether it’s a childhood home, or the high school football stadium that
was brand new when you were an incoming student, we are filled with
recollections of wonderful times. Our town may not be #1 in everything,
but we are proud of being a leader in education, having safe neighborhoods, and with taking care of our neighbors.
A while back we asked on Facebook, “In one word what does
Sedro-Woolley mean to you?” The overwhelming response was “home.”
This response reflects the attitude we hold at the Chamber of Commerce where we want citizens and visitors alike to feel at home in our
city. Many times we hear the perception of how friendly our town is.
People stop and chat with one another; and if someone needs directions it isn’t hard to find friendly assistance.
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To visitors, we let them know where they can find the Iron Skillet
they’ve heard so much about online, or provide them with a map of our
amazing antique stores. We make sure that our events in town are family friendly and affordable, such as at Christmastime when the pony and
train rides are offered for free thanks to our neighbors the Upper Skagit
Indian Tribe; and breakfast with Santa, another family fun event, is free
to all kids thanks to the Beta Sigma Phi service club. In the 60 odd years
of my lifetime, this is the way it’s always been, a community that comes
together and generously gives so that everyone can enjoy the magic of
the holiday season.
The generosity of our service clubs are another reason our city
achieves so much. These clubs, the Lions, Rotary, Eagles and Soroptimists, among others, all donate an incredible amount of time and
resources to make our town a unique and special place. Just look
around at our parks and facilities and you will see why we proudly say
WE built those things so everyone can enjoy our wonderful small town,
making our home a little bit better, and as the saying goes…”there’s no
place like home.”

neighborhood known as The Commons at
Cordata. Additional projects in Bellingham
include a neighborhood of sixty-nine, 1300
– 1800 square foot homes known as June
Road Cottages, and a unique rental project
known as June Road Meadows.
In Sedro-Woolley this innovation is
taking shape with an upcoming project
known as Gateway Village. Still in the
planning stages, this property is located at
the intersection of Highway 20 and Hodgin
Street immediately south of Janicki Fields.
Zoning here allows for a mix of commercial
and residential development. Phase 1 of
the Village will utilize a mixed-use product
known as “Live/work”. Live/work units are
designed to provide the owner or tenant
of the property the opportunity to run a
business from their home. In the case of
Gateway Village this will take the form of
three story, townhome-like buildings with
accessible commercial spaces on the first
floor and spacious living spaces on the
second and third floors. The vision for the
live/work project in Sedro-Woolley is to
create flexibility. Owner and developer, Rob
Janicki explains, “While no one can predict
the future, developing neighborhoods that
allow people to run businesses from their
homes makes sense. Traffic congestion
and expensive office space with inadequate
parking makes commuting onerous. With
high speed internet, video conferencing
products, and flexible work spaces, people,
more and more, will choose to work
from home. Our project will facilitate
that transition.” It is anticipated that a
wide variety of businesses could find a
place in Gateway Village. The commercial
space would be a great fit for professional
offices such as legal services, accounting,
or counseling. These spaces could be an
incubator for internet startups or used
as an art studio. It may be, as companies
become more flexible, professionals use
the space to telecommute to their current
position. Retail services be a good fit
as well: a small salon, party planning,
personal trainers or photography. The
possibilities are vast.
Site design throughout the project will
seek to provide access to customers and
residents alike. Key to this connection is
the link between Highway 20, where the
sidewalks are currently being widened, and
Janicki Fields immediately north of the
project. Providing pedestrian connections
to public transportation and recreational
opportunities are a boon to the living

environment. Initial plans also include
internal park spaces for residents and a
public plaza which could be utilized by
adjacent businesses.
Initial discussions with the City of
Sedro-Woolley, related to the approval
and construction of Phase 1 of Gateway
Village, have been very positive. The
RJ Group expects to submit a formal
application later this fall and move forward
with construction of initial phases in 2017.
Future phases of the Gateway Village
project will also strive to meet the needs
of the Sedro-Woolley community which

Janicki believes is under served by the
mainstream developers. As his hometown,
developing in Sedro-Woolley is not just a
business opportunity but a chance to shape
a community he cares so much about. He
believes “Smart growth is possible while
retaining the small town character.” In
doing this, Janicki intends to continue a
mix of uses; “Future phases of Gateway
Village will be designed to meet the
growing need for housing while providing
the necessary commercial amenities for
those folks living there”.

C A SI N O• R E SORT

theskagit.com • On I-5 Exit 236 • 877-275-2448
Must be 21 or older with valid ID. Management reserves all rights. Skagit Casino Resort owned by Upper Skagit Indian Tribe.
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Workplace
Wellness
at City Hall
BY BILL CHAMBERS
Wellness Committee Chairperson
& Director of Information
Technology
THE CITY OF SEDRO-WOOLLEY’S
EMPLOYEE workplace well-

ness activities have been
operating for more than
seven years, and the effort has already
resulted in a healthier workforce and a cost
savings to the City as well.
Formally established in 2009, the
Wellness Program was developed to
promote wellness of our employees and
their families. Because safety and wellness
go hand-in-hand, the Wellness Committee
was created using members of the existing
Safety Committee. Joint Safety and Wellness
Committee meetings are held monthly to
monitor and document safety concerns,
develop recommendations for management,
and to devise, deploy and measure
effectiveness of workshops and activities that
promote wellness.
Our healthcare insurer, the Association
of Washington Cities (AWC), provides
free annual health checkups to all insured
employees and their covered family
members. Annual healthcare questionnaires,
access to health “coaches” and a personal
healthcare web portal provide tools to
monitor and manage our own wellness goals.
Each year the AWC hosts a Healthy Worksite
Summit, providing a forum for organizations
to learn about ways to enhance their wellness
programs and to share experiences with
other groups.
As an extra added incentive, the
AWC offers a 2% reduction in our annual
healthcare insurance premiums if employee
participation goals are met. The City has met
or exceeded those goals every year, earning
the “Well City Award” and resulting in a total
savings of over $80,000.
But it’s not just about the money.
City employees and their families have
participated in several activities that are
just plain fun! Sand volleyball games, hiking
trips, walking groups, fitness contests and
mixed circuit training classes are among the
programs that we have enjoyed together.
We have also held educational “Lunch and
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Learn” workshops emphasizing the
importance of mental, nutritional and
financial health. We have provided flu
shots, healthy snack alternatives, gym
incentives, fresh produce (through our
“Farm Fresh Paychecks” program) and
a Wellness Library. We have created an
employee wellness garden, participated
in fundraisers to support cancer and other
medical research and have volunteered
our time to promote wellness within the
greater community.
In 2016 we had five teams competing
in the annual “Trek for Treasure”, a unique
hiking adventure program provided by
the United General Fitness Center. It’s a
great way to experience the outdoors in
our area with your friends and family, while
enjoying some healthy competition as well.
I can personally attest that the scenery is
spectacular!
Future plans for the Wellness Program
include a new sand volleyball court with
professional-grade equipment, funded in
part by a Wellness Grant awarded to us
by the AWC and resources from our City
Parks and Recreation Division. We are
also planning to provide a self-defense
workshop, Tai Chi, basketball challenge
and “Walktober” event.
The City of Sedro-Woolley Wellness
Program will continue to provide
opportunities for employees and their
families to participate in, learn about and
share in the fun of living a healthier life.
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SEDRO-WOOLLEY SENIOR CENTER

Sit Long, Talk Much and Laugh Often
BY ELLEN SCHWEIGERT
SENIOR CENTER COORDINATOR

FOR MORE THAN THIRTY YEARS, the Sedro-Woolley Senior Center, located at 715
Pacific Street, in the Memorial Park complex, has welcomed area seniors and other
community members. The Senior Center and
its nutrition programs are services of Skagit
County Public Health, in partnership with the
City of Sedro-Woolley. Skagit County and the
City of Sedro-Woolley are committed to caring
for older adults by connecting friends and the
community to promote health and well-being.
The center offers opportunities for improved health through a network of community connections and services. Health and
well-being comes from connectivity - connectivity to friends, connectivity to enrichment
opportunities, and connectivity to resources.
The center builds community by providing
programs, services, and activities aimed at
connecting neighbors and fostering civic
involvement in the community. The center
provides a neighborhood gathering place
where older adults can continue to learn and
thrive while moving through life’s transitions in
a positive and healthy way.
The center is a drop-in gathering place Monday through Friday that offers opportunities
for fun, friendship, health, and socialization
for everyone. The center is staffed by Senior
Center Coordinator Ellen Schweigert, who has
enjoyed serving the residents of Sedro-Woolley
for more than 19 years, and by Nutrition Site
Manager, Jennifer McDermott who has been
on-site for two years.
In partnership with the community and
volunteers, the center provides a variety of
fitness, arts and technology programs, as well
as social opportunities and social services. The
center also serves as a community resource
for information on aging, support for family
caregivers and how to access services for older
adults. A daily hot meal is offered Monday
through Friday, from noon to 1 p.m. with no
reservations needed. For individuals 60 years
of age or older, lunch is provided at no charge.
Grandchildren are welcome to eat with their
grandparents for $2.50. In addition, the Meals
on Wheels program delivers a hot meal to
homebound seniors five days a week, and
sends out frozen meals for the weekend.
The center offers many volunteer opportunities for all ages, which is a great way to get involved and get to know people in the neighborhood. Volunteering allows residents to connect
with their community, and truly contribute in a
meaningful way. People find meaning through
volunteering at the senior center; the center
would not be able to provide the community

From left to right: Jennifer McDermott, Santa and
Ellen Schweigert

Roger Morris

connections and support without its dedicated
volunteers. We are better together, and our
volunteers are an integral part of the center’s
success and ability to provide programming
that enriches the lives of seniors.
The current Senior Center building is owned
by the City of Sedro-Woolley and was the result
of a culmination of efforts by many hard-working people. More than 40 years ago in 1973,
senior center programs were organized on the
Northern State Hospital Campus in the abandoned Valdez Hall, and congregate meals were
provided through the Northern State Hospital
kitchen. The program then moved to the vacated Central school in 1974, another abandoned
building with less-than-optimum conditions
for a senior center.
Strong, vibrant communities are the result
of those who invest time in building and
strengthening their community. The $360,000

vision of a new Sedro-Woolley Senior Center
was supported by a grant that provided 75 percent of the funding needed, leaving a shortfall
of $92,460. The citizens of the Sedro-Woolley
area responded with individual and group
participation in the “Building Block” program,
donating money, labor, and materials. This
building project turned out to be an exercise in
community spirit as residents volunteered their
skills. Groundbreaking ceremonies took place
June 11, 1984, and on July 12, 1985, visitors
attended a special dedication ceremony. The
center celebrated its 30th anniversary in 2015.
The center is always looking for additional volunteers for kitchen help and Meals on
Wheels delivery. The community is encouraged
to drop by and pick up a monthly newsletter
featuring a calendar of events and a menu, or
visit www.skagitcounty.net/seniorcenters for
more information.

Animal House Pet Grooming
Specializing in Full Service Grooming for Dogs and Cats
Your pet ALWAYS
gets TLC at Animal
House Pet Grooming
LOCALLY OWNED AND
OPERATED FOR MORE
THAN 20 YEARS IN
SKAGIT COUNTY
Appointments are
recommended

Germaine offers customized
grooming in a relaxed,
stress-free setting. Dryers
are thermostat controlled for
comfort and the grooming
environment is kept clean
and odor-free. Friendly
service ... ALWAYS!

(360) 755-2108

Located inside North Cascade Veterinary Hospital • 200 Murdock St., Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
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HELPING HANDS FOOD BANK

Building Project and Food Forest
BY REBECCA SCHLAHT
OPERATIONS MANAGER

WATCHING A CHILD GRAB FOR A
FLAT OF BLUEBERRIES and eat them
with a big toothless grin; talking to a
mom who has been out of food for two
days and working 60 hour work weeks
to make ends meet, thankful that we are
here for her and her children; providing
nutritious food and restoring a mother’s
pride that she is able to feed her children
tonight, these are the reasons Helping
Hands is one of the greatest community
assets in Sedro-Woolley. We nourish our
community with respect, kindness and
food, without judgment.
Four years ago we began the search for
a permanent location. The Upper Skagit
Indian Tribe put their needs aside and
allowed us to lease our current location
but the lease expires July 2017. The
Helping Hands Board of Directors, staff
and volunteers are excited to announce
that our new location, on the corner of
Wicker Road and Fruitdale Road, will
soon be our new forever home.
The new building will be a 10,000
square foot facility designed as a grocery
store model food bank. The hours of
operation are yet to be determined but
instead of the current five hours a week,
the plan is to stay open for twenty-five
(25) hours a week. This will give clients

Future home of Helping Hands

more flexibility and the new interior
design will allow for fresher produce and
more choices for our families.
“We are also looking forward to
slowing down the shopping experience so
that we can have conversations with our
clients” said Rebecca Schlaht Operations
Manager. Slowing down the shopping
experience will allow clients to check
out classes that will be offered, talk with
volunteers about other community
services that are offered and generally
allow volunteers the time to check in and
see how clients are doing.
One of the most promising new
programs will be job training. Modeled
after Goodwill’s program it will train

26923 Hoehn Road, Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284

(360) 466-0135
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participants job skills in the warehouse.
The Department of Social and Health
Services offers a program that funds job
training for food stamp recipients. The
goal is to pay individuals to go through
the program, receive training and then
assist them with finding employment.
By opening this program up in SedroWoolley Helping Hands will strengthen
our community and empower our clients.
We are also fortunate to work with the
Woolley Food Forest an amazing group
of individuals who are passionate about
protecting our soil and planting longterm, sustainable agriculture. Volunteers
with the Woolley Food Forest will be
planting a two-acre food forest on the
north side of the food bank property. For
more information on the Food Forest
please visit: https://www.facebook.com/
WoolleyFoodForest/?fref=ts
This partnership will be one of the first
collaborations between a food forest team
and a food bank. “It’s something Helping
Hands wanted, an edible landscape and
the food forest team has really shown us
the potential that the property offers. We
are really excited about seeing how this
park-like forest will grow, educate and
feed our community” said Rebecca.
There are so many exciting things
happening when it comes to the new
building and so many individuals and

Pat riMMer tire Center
THE SIGN OF SERVICE
•
•
•
•
KEITH KIRCHGESLER a Volunteer at
Helping Hands food bank was nominated for
the 2016 Governor’s Award. This award is
given to those with disabilities who volunteer in
their community. Keith is the warehouse lead
volunteer and conducts all of the forklift training. Keith is known by his alter ego Captain
Seaglass. Keith volunteers about 500 hours a
year during distribution days at the food bank
and always shows up for any community event
Helping Hands participates in. On behalf of the
Board of directors, Staff, Clients and other volunteers, “Thank you Keith, you are an example
to others and we are so proud of you!”

groups to thank. We would like to give
thanks to the following individuals,
businesses and groups: Janicki Industries,
Eron Berg, Keith Wagoner and the City
Council for their ongoing support;
Will Honea and the Woolley Food
Forest team; and the site and building
development team, Peter Carletti of
Carletti Architects, Pat Severin of Sound
Development Group and Chad Fisher
and Sons.
We still need the financial support
of the community to fund this project.
“Now is an exciting time to support a
legacy and a gift to this community a
facility that will be here for the next
50 years. So many amazing things will
come from this new facility and it will
be so fulfilling to watch it happen.”
Rebecca Schlaht. Please contact Rebecca
Schlaht at 360-856-2211 or rebeccas@
helpinghandsfoodbank.org to be a part of
this exciting legacy in the making.
REBECCA SCHLAHT from Helping
Hands food bank is one of three winners
of the 2016 SWAN Women of the Year
Award. “The Board of Directors, Volunteers
and Clients are proud of her achievements
and are excited to see where her future
goes. Congratulations on a well-deserved
award!” - Loren Vaughn Chairman
Helping Hands Board of Directors.

Flat Repair
Tire Rotation
Brake Check
Alignments

•
•
•
•

Wheels
Batteries
Sudden Service
Warranties in Writing

855-1033 • 204 W. Moore St • Sedro-Woolley
THE SEDRO-WOOLLEY
MUSEUM & GIFT SHOP

725 Murdock Street, Sedro-Woolley, Washington 98284

Wednesday
Noon to 4 p.m.
Thursday
11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday
1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

360-855-2390

Every Who down in
Sedro-Whoolleyville
loves Christmas a lot!
Come enjoy the
Tree Lighting and
lighted Christmas Parade
Downtown, Dec. 3, 2016
Activities start 3 pm
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Above: Mark Pearson, Fitness Center Manager
(left) and Kyle Hooker, Exercise Specialist

DISTRICT 304 SERVICES

A Hidden Treasure
BY, UNITED GENERAL DISTRICT 304
ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT TEAM

THIS PAST SUMMER UNITED
GENERAL DISTRICT 304 lead by Fitness
Manager Mark Pearson coordinated
the Trek for Treasure hiking adventure
throughout Skagit and Whatcom
County. The Trek for Treasure program
is a unique hiking adventure that brings
together people who care about their
fitness, enjoy the outdoors and embrace
healthy competition. The 2016 summer
Trek challenge concluded as a wonderful
success! A total of 6,000 miles and 1
million feet of elevation gain were hiked
by 650 participants on 215 teams, with 150
teams completing six hikes in the 12-week
challenge. While the Trek for Treasure
hiking program has grown in popularity,
people still don’t know about the program
and many of the other “treasured” services
24 SEDRO-WOOLLEY CITY SCENE
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offered by United General District 304.
In May of this year, United General
District 304, along with PeaceHealth
United General Medical Center (PHUGMC) celebrated 50 years of providing
quality health care services to District 304
residents and the surrounding communities. Over the past 50 years the District has
seen a lot of changes, with the most recent
significant change in April 2014 when the
District signed a long-term agreement with
PeaceHealth to manage the clinical services
for the District. United General District
304’s focus now is mainly on prevention,
wellness and population health services;
while PeaceHealth’s focus is on clinical care.
This article will talk more in depth about
the “treasured” services United General
District 304 offers our community.
Along with the Trek for Treasure
program, Mark Pearson and his staff
manage a Fitness Center on the PHUGMC
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Above: District Administration (l-r): Mary Voss, Office
Manager; Ted Brockmann, Superintendent/CFO; Steve
Queen, Human Resource Administrator

campus. The Fitness Center isn’t your
typical health club/gym. There is no
contractual agreement and no initiation fee
to join. Participants have the option of a
month-to-month or quarterly membership.
The Fitness Center is inviting, less
intimidating than other exercise facilities
and there is no pressure to join. The
knowledgeable, well trained staff is always
available for personal assistance. Whether
your goal is to lose weight, get stronger or
just feel better, the Fitness Center offers a
variety of programs, such as Open Gym,
Yoga, Exercise Classes and the Total Body
Transformation Program…the choices
are yours. The Fitness Center is also
contracted to offer membership to Silver
Sneakers and United Healthcare AARP
members. For more information about the
Fitness Center and to get a free-day pass
call 360-854-0247.

Another “treasured” program offered
by United General District 304 is Women,
Infants and Children (WIC) and is
supervised by Stacey Webb. WIC is a
federally funded nutrition program that
provides services to eligible pregnant
women, infants and children up to age 5.
WIC provides nutritious foods, nutrition
and health education, health screening
and offers breastfeeding support through
peer counselors. The income guidelines
are liberal and many of the young families
in our community are eligible for WIC
services. The staff is caring, compassionate
and dedicated to helping moms, children
and families. There is also bilingual staff
available to assist Spanish speaking clients.
The main WIC office is located on the
PHUGMC campus. The District also
manages a WIC office in Stanwood and
Concrete. For more information on any of
the three WIC sites, call 360-854-0435.
The Landing program started in 2007
by Volunteer Leadership founder Sandi
Sims, and has proven to be a “treasured”
help for children and families when the
death of a loved one happens. The program
was recognized nationally by the American
Hospital Association in 2013 for excellence
in volunteerism. The Landing is a volunteer
run bereavement program for children.
The program meets at a residential house
on the PHUGMC campus. Groups also
meet in the Cascade Middle School and
Sedro-Woolley High School and could
expand into others school districts in the
near future. The Landing is a free service to
the community. For additional information
about the program and/or a tour of The
Landing facility, call 360-420-9390.
The District’s Community Health
Outreach Programs (CHOP) is led by
Carol Hawk, Program Director. While
CHOP is considered one department of
the District, there are many “treasured”
services CHOP manages and collaborates
with others to administer. CHOP is
a 100% grant-funded department.
CHOP is involved in building healthier
communities by:
• Leading community coalitions to
prevent and reduce substance abuse
and violence, and support healthy early
childhood and family development-because drug abuse, childhood
trauma, and other Adverse Childhood
Experiences (ACEs) leads to increased
rates of adult chronic disease.

• Coordinating county-wide Early
Learning strategies and parenting
programs, including The Incredible
Years--because parenting is challenging
and support helps.
• Leading innovative projects and
partnerships to ensure all community
members have access to healthy
foods—because good nutrition helps
kids do better in school, and helps
prevent chronic diseases.
• Partnering with schools, public health,
law enforcement, non-profits, local
leaders and governments, and other
local/regional stakeholders—because
partnerships help us maximize efforts,
have positive outcomes, and make best
use of resources.
CHOP programs build stronger,
healthier and more resilient families and
communities through prevention. Our
work is based on the theory of Risk and
Protective Factors—we seek to minimize
risk factors that lead to future substance
abuse, violence and poor health outcomes
(for example, childhood trauma, school
failure, norms allowing drug use) and
maximize protective factors such as family

harmony, pro-social involvement, and
healthy community norms.
CHOP is currently the fiscal manager
and employs’ coordinators for: 1) Concrete
Resource Coalition; 2) the Skagit County
Child and Family Consortium and its
Substance Abuse Prevention Committee;
3) Children’s Council; 4) Lopez Island
Prevention Coalition and its Drug Free
Community grant; 5) Department of
Health Regional Youth Tobacco Prevention
program; 6) Department of Health Regional
Youth Marijuana Prevention and Education
Program; 7) Skagit County Traffic Safety
program; and 8) Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance and Education Program.
For more information about the CHOP
programs, call 360-854-7170.
The mission of the District is to “improve
the health and quality of life for the residents
of the communities we serve”. The District
is governed by an elected Board of five
Commissioners, consisting of Andy Hunter
(President), Gary Kent, Jeri Kaufman, Chuck
Ruhl and Robert Stanley. Ted Brockmann is
the Superintendent/CFO and oversees the
daily operations and finances for the District.

Plumeria Breezes Travel – Specializing in
Destination Weddings & Honeymoons, Cruises,
Family, All-Inclusives!

Monique Brigham

360-391-6001

810 METCALF STREET SEDRO-WOOLLEY, WA 98284
3.5”
x 2”

Monique@PlumeriaBreezesTravel.com
www.PlumeriaBreezesTravel.com

Nick Van Jaarsveld, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

913 Metcalf Street
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
360-855-0239
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The Day My Mother Sold Girl Scout
Cookies at the Fern Rooms
BY PETE HALDEEN, SEDRO-WOOLLEY

Sedro-Woolley was a working town. We never
had a “good” side of town or a “bad” side of town.
The hardware store was next to the tavern, which
was next to the shoe store, across the street from
the dentist and barber, and around the corner
from the dress shop. The American Legion bar
with illegal slot machines operated with impunity
across the street from the police station. This
shared, accurate acceptance of who we were
prevented Sedro-Woolley from becoming one of
those stuck up towns with fancy opinions of itself,
like Mount Vernon. And so the Fern Rooms was up
the street from the city ball field, and the Square
The Fern Rooms
Deal was kitty corner to the Piggly Wiggly store.
They had been operating for decades, hidden
downtown in plain sight.
The Square Deal was a two story brothel, with a balcony overlooking
State Street, across from Bingham Investment. It had a bar downstairs
and several rooms rented by the hour upstairs. It was known as a place
where you could get a drink in Skagit County when it was illegal to sell
liquor by the glass. It was a destination for loggers, judges, police chiefs,
as well as sailors from Whidbey Island. The police judge would fine the
ladies in court in the morning. Then the judge and police chief would
go over to the Square Deal for a drink at the end of the day. Justice and
moral standards maintained a contented, delicate balance. Our lives
were in equilibrium. It was a practical, functional morality that did not
interfere with business.
My father hitchhiked from Mount Vernon to Sedro-Woolley to see my
mother. He was 17 and she was a 16 year old Woolley girl. On the way out
of town he would stop at the Square Deal and have a beer, then hop a
freight train going south when it slowed down at the curve by Snelson’s
at the end of State Street. If you were alone and well behaved, you could
buy a beer at the Square Deal even at 17. But if you came in with a bunch
of rowdy kids you were kicked out. Seventeen year olds were a year from
joining the service in WW II, or quitting school and getting a job setting
chokers. Drinking a quiet beer at 17 was easy to overlook in a business
where a lot worse was overlooked.
One evening, after holding hands with my mother, while drinking his
beer in the Square Deal, my father looked across the room at a group
of happy, raucous servicemen home on leave during WW II. His older
brother, home from the war in Europe, stared back at him. My father’s
brother, then a dentist with a wife and four kids, died 10 years later, in a
plane crash at Lake Shannon. My father says they never spoke to each
other about meeting in a brothel in Sedro-Woolley. It was just one of
those things. But I imagine my father’s brother was the most surprised, to
see his 17 year old kid brother in a speakeasy in Sedro-Woolley.
My mother was a Girl Scout, a Brownie, when she was seven years old.
I once found her merit badges and beanie in a box in my grandparent’s
attic. It’s hard to imagine your mother wearing something so small and
child-like. Pictures of my mother at that age were of a Shirley Temple
look-alike little girl, blond hair, and a big smile.
My mother lived south of State Street. One day after second grade
she walked downtown, past Stave’s gas station, past Blackburn’s Tavern,
down Metcalf, and past the Wixon Club. She wore her Brownie uniform
as she walked up to the front door of a pink house near Skagit Steel, and
knocked on the door. A nice woman in a bathrobe opened it.
“Do you want to buy a box of Girl Scout cookies?” asked my mother, in
her Shirley Temple hair and uniform.
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“Oh, little girl, you need to come to the back
door, not the front door. Come around in back.”
My mother went up the steps of the back door,
was led to the kitchen table like a visiting princess,
and was given a glass of milk. Several women in
curlers came downstairs in bathrobes and lace.
They asked her about the Girl Scouts, what she
was doing in school, and what she wanted to be
when she grew up. They did not get a lot of seven
year old little girls visiting at the Fern Rooms. She
was a celebrity for a few minutes.
“I want to be like you, and wear pajamas all day.”
They bought every box of Girl Scout cookies.
My grandmother was horrified when my
mother came home and said she sold her entire
inventory of Girl Scout cookies to the ladies in the
house next to Skagit Steel.
The Ferns Rooms was later purchased by Skagit Steel and Iron Works,
torn down, and a modern office building with a flat roof and walls of blue
asbestos panels was constructed on the site. Dave McIntyre moved the
cement steps of the Fern Rooms to his new house, then under construction,
and incorporated it into his back entrance.
The Square Deal was not shut down by the police, but by organized
crime which had opened competing businesses in Everett in the 1950s. The
Seattle mafia sent thugs up to the Square Deal with axe handles to bust
the place up. Between the local police and the Navy shore patrol, it was
not worth the struggle to protect the local business, especially after Skagit
County was no longer dry. What was once an overlooked house around the
corner from the Piggly Wiggly, well; it could no longer be overlooked. The
Square Deal conveniently burned in a fire, and never reopened. When told
by the police chief that the Square Deal burned down, Mayor Puss Stendal
was shocked, and denied knowing that such a business even existed in
Sedro-Woolley.
This is not a story about sin in Sedro-Woolley. It’s a story about
acceptance and self-knowledge and tolerance of a community where
people were secure in their future. People, it seems, who were neither
all bad nor all good, but good enough. It is hard to believe that people
downriver ever thought they were “better than us”. We were loggers and
machinists and poets and photographers and inventors. Maybe we had
brothels, but for a town flush with full time, family wage jobs, what did it
matter? Those “better” people came here and spent their money in them.
And the ladies bought Girl Scout cookies from little girls, and the bar
contributed to the war effort. How could anyone possibly be better than us?
Photos courtesy of the Sedro-Woolley Museum

The Square Deal

What’s Shaking at Shelley’s?

LEMLEY CHAPEL
SINCE 1935

BY SHELLEY PERRY Owner of Shelley’s Shack

Family owned since 1935

Shelley’s Shack, located at 225 State Street is a gift shop and
gathering place for Sedro-Woolley and Skagit residents.
Started in April 2013, Shelley’s Shack is a proud local
Sedro-Woolley business, offering exciting furniture finds,
funky junk, fashion, and gifts.

All professional mortuary services
available, including cremation,
headstone design and
pre-planned funeral arrangements.

Since moving to the new location, the customer and
community responses have been overwhelmingly positive!
Updating and remodeling the new home at the corner of
3rd and State Street has been a labor of love with new paint
and a patio space for that relaxing downtown feel.

Rick Lemley • Doug Hutter • Tobi Stidman
Licensed Funeral Directors

At Shelley’s Shack we repurpose furniture, and offer a
setting for social events that include Carla’s Cork and Canvas, an acrylic paint on
canvas class that can be fun for girl’s night out parties and birthday celebrations. But
wait there’s more…

www.lemleychapel.com
360-855-1288
info@lemleychapel.com
1008 Third St.
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284

There is once again ladies’ clothing in Sedro-Woolley! Our clothes are feminine,
stylish and come in extended sizes. There is also a wide assortment of gifts such as
soaps, perfumes, locally made candles, and jewelry that you won’t find anywhere
else. Shelley will greet customers with
a smile, and the coffee is always on.
Shelley has an amazing talent
for design and a cunning eye for
the newest trends in clothing and
accessories. Also included in your
Shack experience is Shelley’s
wonderful customer care, promising
a warm inviting experience from start
to finish. Shelley is known for her
one on one personal connection with
customers.
Come in, say “Hello” and see what’s
shaking at the Shack. The atmosphere
is easy-going and creatively charged
up for fun. Shelley’s Shack is open
Tuesday – Saturday from 10ish to
5ish. Check us out on Facebook, for
upcoming events and the latest trends
in fashion.
For more information call the Shack at
360-391-9000.

Located in the Heart of Skagit County
Located in the Heart of Skagit County

360-757-2717
360-757-2717

www.marriot.com/otsfs •

9384 Old Hwy 99 N, Burlington • 1-5 Exit 232
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Events

Andy Porter/AndyPorterImages.com

Kids Annual Halloween Parade, Monday, Oct 31, 4:30 pm Everyone in Sedro-Woolley loves a parade full of miniature
wizards, ghosts and hobgoblins and the downtown merchants are happy to reward those miniature spooks with treats as they come back down the
sidewalks after the parade. We hope you will join us and if you are still a child at heart don your costume as well. The merchants will also be competing for
the best theme and the most decorated business, along with individual awards.
Veterans Day Parade, Tuesday, Nov 10

Veterans Day is another opportunity for a downtown
parade! This year’s annual parade will be held on Thursday,
November 10th starting at 10am at Central Elementary
so school children can turn out and participate.
The students at Mary Purcell Elementary will put on their
patriotic attire for the annual fall Veterans Day Parade event.
After a school-wide assembly, students from Mary Purcell meet
up with neighboring school, Central Elementary, for a combined
parade led by the S-WHS marching band through downtown
Sedro-Woolley. Community members and visitors are invited
to line the parade route to recognize our country’s veterans and
cheer on the students, staff and families as they march on by.
The American Legion will provide the color guard.
Thank you to all of our veterans and active duty military for
all of your service and sacrifice!

Small Business Saturday, Nov 26 In a town without big box stores we take shopping
at our local businesses seriously. Here is your chance to show the merchants who support all of our
community activities with their donations of time and money how much they are appreciated. So
while you’re out shopping be sure to thank them as well and let them know you care.
High School Sporting Event Schedule Please visit NWCAthletics.com the official
website for Northwest Conference High School Athletic Programs. Click on the Sedro-Woolley link .
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Sedro-Whoolleyville Presents The Magic of Christmas!
Saturday, Dec 3

Our major event with family fun: Train rides by K.I.D.S. Railroad; Crafts with the Boys
and Girls Clubs of Sedro-Woolley; Face Painting by Chelle; and Pony Rides from
Lang’s Horse and Pony Farm. The tree lighting at 5 pm sharp will be followed
by the whobulation of a spectacular lighted Christmas Parade. After the parade
children have an opportunity to visit with Santa. Everyone is encouraged to adopt the
Seussian style for the first Saturday event, but be warned, a green faced fellow has
lurked around the event for the last few years. Prizes for this year’s parade have been
simplified; there will be only 3 cash prizes this year: 1st Place - Best Lit (that means
grandest, twinkliest, most extravagant display you can put together and even walkers
are expected to don lighted gay apparel; 2nd Place - Best Musical - best musical will
be judged on thematic elements, performance for the judges, and overall musicality;
and 3rd Place - Best Themed - this is a new category, and here’s a tip, we will be
looking for the Whoolleyville look and feel!

Santa’s Breakfast, Saturday, Dec 10

S-W Community Center, 703 Pacific Street. Breakfast provided by Beta Sigma Phi. Kids
can enjoy a breakfast of waffles, sausage links, and banana slices with their choice of
milk or apple juice for FREE (parents by donation). Music during the breakfast provided by the Cascade Middle School Choir. After breakfast kids are invited to visit with
Santa. Please bring a camera to photograph your little one with Santa.
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MUSEUM EVENTS
NOVEMBER
NOV 11
SPAGHETTI FEED FUNDRAISER
Joy’s Bakery, 4pm-7pm
$10 per person, $8 kids 6 and under. Spaghetti,
salad and bread
NOV 12
BOOK SIGNING - by Rebecca Pratt – 1pm
“The Cigarette Diaries: A Personal History
of Life in a WWII Prison Camp” by Blanchard
resident Frank Pratt
NOV 24
Closed – Happy Thanksgiving
DECEMBER
DEC 3
CHRISTMAS PARADE – look for our float
DEC 9 & 10
“SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS PAST”
5pm-7pm or 7:30pm-9:30pm
With Chad Lindberg, actor and paranormal
investigator. Come celebrate the holidays
with Chad and his many years of the
paranormal, as he facilitates communication
with the spirits that call the museum home.
Reservations are required. Limit 25 people per
presentation. $10 per person, $5 for kids 10
and under
DEC 24 & 25
Closed – Happy Holidays!
JANUARY
JAN 1
Closed – Happy New Year!
MONTHLY
NOV 3, DEC 1, JAN 5
MUSEUM MEETING
6:30p.m.

Decorate your home for our Whoolleyville
Decorating Contest. The Sedro-Woolley Museum is
happy to host the house decorating contest this year.
We provide yard signs for many different categories such
as the Clark Griswold Award, Whoolleyville award, Most
Traditional, Etc. If you want to ensure that your home
is judged, sign up forms can be picked up at the SedroWoolley Museum and the Chamber of Commerce. If you
want your home judged, please have your application
into the museum
no later than
4:30PM, Friday,
December 9th,
2016. Judging
will be Monday,
December 12th.
Questions: Please
call the museum
360-855-2390.
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What’s New (and improved)
Our City is growing and improving in so many areas we cannot document them all.
To submit a photo for What’s New, please email jhanson@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us
with your name, a brief description, location and of course a photo!

A new life for an
old gas station

Upper Skagit Indian Tribe
Upgraded Facility

Former Bank Repurposed
Business
expansion

Above: former
church site builds
community garden
Right: awning maintenance
Middle: awning repair
over the Bullpen
Far right: fresh,
cheerful repaint
Tesarik Field

Better signage
brightens up
the city

New parking lot and fence at Winnie Houser

Jameson round-about improves student safety

New drive
surface and
striping

Pat Farrell
installs
LED lights
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Bring Retirement to Life!

Community Amenities Include:

Studio, 1& 2 Bedroom Floor Plans | Affordable Monthly Rents
Active Social & Recreational Programs
Gracious Dining Services | Small Pets Welcome
Assisted Living Services Available

Call (360) 856-0404 for a
community tour and have
lunch on us!
Three generations familyowned and locally operated.

1501 Collins Road Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
Visit us online at www.villageconcepts.com

Leave your
joint pain behind.
Don’t let joint pain hold you back from doing the things
you love. PeaceHealth United General Medical Center
welcomes Dr. Kaärsten Lang back to our community where
she and Dr. Jeff Krusniak can help you leave joint pain
behind and get back to living.
Learn more at peacehealth.org/united-general/ortho
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